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or connections, and during this period made no visible progress in his
calling. He could hardly be said at this time to have had a practice
at all; and he was not the man to acquire one by forcing tactics.
The rare briefs that came his way were ably argued ; but he lacked,
or deliberately eschewed, some of the artifices by which the path of
forensic success is smoothed. Trenchancy, lucidity, close reasoning,
valuable assets in legal practice, he possessed in the highest degree:
but these, as he found, are no sure passport to professional pros-
perity, and it is possible to indulge them to excess. The fastidious-
ness which recoils from judicious irrelevance or astute cajolery, and
rejects the cuttlefish's strategy of darkening the waters, may prove
a handicap rather than a help. " You have made the point too clear,"
was the significant reproach of a leading Silk—now a Judge—to the
Junior who had " followed " him in the Court of Appeal. Asquith's
method was probably open to the same reproach. He was con-
stitutionally incapable of making a discreet fog. He would not
apologise for taking up judicial time with what he considered
judicial business, nor could he prevail on himself to dispense the
conventional patter—suave, deprecating, deferential—with which,
sometimes to propitiate a hard-hearted Bench, sometimes merely
to gain time, even the most accomplished practitioners think it
expedient to season the austerity of their submissions. And though
his manner in time became less uncompromising and gained greatly
in ease, he was to the last unwilling to " crook the pregnant hinges
of the knee " before Judges, solicitors, or lay clients.
He was during this period an untiringly diligent student of Law.
He lectured for the Law Society, mainly in Commercial Law*
Notes of his lectures on the Law of Insurance and Carriage by Land,
taken down in 1880 by a well-known solicitor, lie before me. He
even projected and carried some way towards its completion a
manual of the Law of Carriage by Sea, but was anticipated by
Carver's great work on the same subject. But briefs were black
swans in these days. It was not until 1883, when he had been
called seven years, that the tide showed the first signs of turning*
The exiguity of his practice and the rarity of his opportunities had
not been able entirely to hide his light under a bushel: and it was
more a surprise to him than to some others when B* 8, Wright, after-
wards a Judge and then newly appointed " devil" to the Attorney-
General, Sir Henry James, invited Asquith to " devil" for him*
From this time on his practice slowly acquired a solid foundation,
and in 1889 a sensationally able cross-examination before the
Parnell Commission transfigured his whole professional fortunes,

